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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: (a) Followup on Vietnam Speech
(b) Tricia Nixon

1. A mailing went out this morning to
3,500 editors and radio/TV commentators and other
opinion-makers, as well as political leaders.
The mailing included your text, background fact
sheet, the Gallup Poll, and the New York Times
story pointing out growing European support for
your policies.

2. Since my earlier memo, I have heard
highly favorable comment on your speech from
Jimmy Stahlman, Everett Collier, Bill Hearst (he
will be writing a Sunday column on this also and
will see you at dinner tonight), Dick Wilson,
and Jim Copley.

3. Attached are some early editorial
column reactions.

4, Tricia was a smash hit in her TODAY
show interview. With the additional film this
unit shot yesterday in the Lincoln Study and your
own side office, they expect to make this an hour's
program instead of half an hour, perhaps spread
over two days. The entire unit, from Barbara Walters
down, was thrilled to have the opportunity to meet
and talk with you.
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Herbert G. Klein
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, in h s speech on

PRESIDENT NIXON
Vietnam last night, 1 -esisted heavy pres-

gam made the rmhu de-
‘defeat” — a preci-
of U.S. troops from

sure. and once a
cision by rejecting *
pltatn withdrawal
South Vietnam.

Hm has decided that we must carry

n, at the cost of more casualtiss, to
give the South Vietnarese a figh wfg
.chance of staving off a Conw nunist take-
over. With the North Vietnamese show-
ing no sign of willingness to end the war
on acceptable tﬁ-ms, Mr. Nixon had no
able alternative.

honore

His opponents, in Hanoil and in the
peace movement in this country, will
call his decision stubborn and worse.
History, in its ewn time, will say who
was right.

The President is convinced that the
pull-out-now chorus is a ‘‘vocal minori-
iy.” He appealed teo the ‘‘greai silent
majority”’ of Americans to support him,
'and he deserves such support because
his arguments make sense.

He reasoned that an immediate with-
drawal would be ‘“‘a disaster” because
the Con n;\t: W ould “repeat the
‘ma \ssacr A “collapse of
a would follow,
“recklessness”’
Middle Kast,

' promating
and new viol
Berlin, and Latin :

“Ultimately,” the
out, “this woulc
would not bring pe:
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By disclo sing all the secret probes,
cmt rcts, and offers he had tried, Mr.
Nixen made a strong case that North
Vietnam is not interested in a negotiat-
ed peace, but a U.S.-Saigon surrender.

From the speech we learn that Mr.
Nixon means to withdraw U.S. ground
Lon bat troops gradually and to keep

r, artillery, and supply forces in Viet-
8'1 1 for some time to back up our al-

There will be casualties among tbes\,
untt:, and Hanoi can increase our cost
in men whenever it is willing to pay the
price. But it, too, must weigh the risks:
the President now publicly warned that
he will take “‘strong and effective meas-
ures” if increased.enemy action jeop-
ardizes our remaining forces.

In sum, Mr. Nixen has defermined
that the fast, easy way out of Vietnam
would he the most cosily in the long
run, that the “right way” is to fight on
until the South Vietnamese can defend
themselves. '

“As President,” hereminded the
country, “I hold the responsibility for
cn”a:m“ the best path to that goal (of a
]u and lasting peace) and then for
leading our ‘.J‘non along it.”’

Constitutionally, he is more correct
than the demonstr ators in. the sireet
who dispute him. We believe he had no
attractive paths and tock the only right
one.
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President Nixon ls,id it smuarely on
the line in-his address to the nation
last night.

He said that “no progress whatever”
has been made in P aris Hanoi has re-

-buffed all efforts to get meaningful
“ pedce negotiations under way. There has

been a, decline in the rate of enemy
infilére 2tion, which the President hopes
ed, however, that

e

if the enemy iner

tive measures to deal
situation.”
'+ The President spoke of a reduction

in the bombing which he has ordered

into effect
~ 760,000 A ‘o erican troops will have been
* withdrawn from Vietnam by December

, and he said that more than

--15. As the. South Vietnamese gain in

~ drawal can becom
flatly refused, howaver, to disclose his

S

of American with-
greater.” MMr., Nizon

strength, “the r

timetable for further withdrawals, con-
tending, quite correctly, that this would
“remove any incentive” for t‘lr Commu-

. nists to negotiate. -

v

- Amesrican comb b

What, then, is th
ending the war, o

=

seems to boil deown
-approaches.
.L“” L' D'

- —preparing the Soulh Vietnam

ses its activity on g -
pardize our forces .

arrmed
forces to assume an ever-increasing bur-
den of the fight as the American role
gradually tapers ofi. Second, and this is
the real gamble, the President proposes
to see this -ur.; through in spite of the
opposition on the home front.

He recalled that he made a cam-
paign pledge-to end the war in such a
way that we could win the peace, and he
said hie has a2 plan of action to enable
him to-keep that pledge. He went on to
say, however, that the more suppo rt he
has from the American people, the
sooner his pledge can be redeemed. And
“the more divided we are at home, the

less likely the enemy is to nngcumte in

Paris.”.or, h\, might have addcd in any
other plac i,
Iﬂavin‘r 1‘11(1 this foundation, the

President then made a dramatic appeal

for the support of what he called “the
great silent majority of ray fellow Amer-
icans”—that majority which wants to
see this war ended, but not under condi-

tions which would mock all of our sacri- -

fices and suifering.

" - Does this great silent majority exist?
We think so, and fervently hope so. If
it does not, if the shrill and ngry volces
of the anti-war demonstrators really
speak for America, then the President
probably will lose his gamble and a
tragic war will be hurried to a catas-

trophic conclusion.
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Washington Evening Star

DAVID

President Nixon has found 2
way to solve the Vietnam
problem so far as it involves
the United States. Fe asks the
South Vietnamese govern:
to assume the full respon
ty for fighting the war,
means that the build-up of a
large army will have bean vie-
tually completed in the nex
few months and that Ameriean
forces will be able to withdraw
in large pait some time in
1870,

But Nixon, while indicating
the process of America’s pull-
out of its combat forces, is not
abandoning  South Vietnam.

. American military  experts
and technicians will be in
hand, and there will ha 2 con-
tinuous flow of munitions ang
stpplies {o the South Vietn
ese, This is the strategy which
now is praciiced by the Soviets
and the Red Chinese al a high

- annual cost but without cas-
uaities,

Nixon cannot sp

" he will do in every conting
ey. It is clear that if ma
attacks oceur or there ar
threats of a mobilizati
largsr forces against Sot
Vietnam, the Ut
will be in a positi
sider and defermir
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outh mese,
Nixen has in mind tie Viei
1 of the war. He has
been seaking this ail along, but
he has not been able to demon-
strate the meaning of that
term as he can today. The
Saigon government is well
aware of Nizon's plans to
withdraw American forces,

ell, therefore, the
amese will be
g their own war, and
the United States will be help-

ing them — not with manpow-
er but with money and sup-
plies. This should satisfy those
elements of American public
opinion which have heen ignor-
ing the importance of the Viet-
nam settiement to the future
of Asia and have heen conecen-
trating solely on getting Amer-
ican soldiers back home,

But the prespect of o bigger
war has been worrying tha
countries of Southeast Asia for
some time. Nixon has made it
clear from time to time that
the United States should al-
a position to fulfil
as proclaimed in
ast Asia

ways be in

I ach couniry to de-
termine their own form of gov-
ernment and {0 be fres from
acts of aggression, Naturall 2
he would ask Congress to au-
thorize any use of military
force,

This is, therefore, really not
a new turn of policy hut a
carrying oul of the promise
made by President Nixon to
place the main burden of the
war on the shoulders of the
South Vietnamese, They have
been fully aware that this
nove was coraing, and they
have asked for various kinds
of military advisers to help
them in tfraining and arming
sufficient forces for major
combat operations as well as
for countering guerrilla war-
fare.

Nixon’s speech should satis-
fy domestic public opinion be-
cause it mean

the

rawing troops,
ame time South
0t be halpless or

too weak to resist its adver-
saries.

In reviewing what has ge-
curred since the Unitad States
announced a halt in the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam, Nixon
has stressed again that Amer-
ica has done everything possi-
ble to encourage a construc-
tive agreement at the Paris
conference. But since Hanoi
has refused to make any re-
ciprocal concessions, the
United States, while leaving
the matter mainly to South
Vietnam, conld at any time
announce a readiness to be of
help if North Vietnam launch-
ed a large-secala attempt
to take over South Vietnam,
The latter is not anticipated,
however, as American troops
will not withd
till the South Vietnamese are
strong enough to defond them-
selves. This means ti

nat the

low Ievel of enemy ac-

g per

new Am 1progrs
veen carefully studied for
and is not the

nalea

1an Weexs,
resuit of any impulsive deni-
2. The President recognizes
Araerican public opinion

s favored the return
can troops as soon as
South Vietnam was prepared
to assume full responsibility.
What has happened is that the
Vietnamization of the war has
come to the point of fulfill-
ment.

While many things can de-

lop in the next few months,
is for a steady
p of South Vietnamese
v strength as American
gradually move back

itlock
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: on on VYieinam
-President Nixon last night, after
révealing particular and in some
aince" private efforis to move
lie ZParis negotiations toward a
-3_t ement in Viefnam, addressed
himsell direcly to the problem of
how to “end the war” without ne-
gdf'ﬁﬁon His solution is the course
be has been pursuing: a decrease’
in-the level of the fighting, with a
lessening of American combat par-
ticipation and a building up of
South Vietnamese capabilities to
take care of thal counfry’s cwn
security.

“He spoke of military security, He
did not venture into the more com-
plicated and much more difficult
problems of other kinds of securi-
ty without which military security

could not funetion, such as econom-

e
'3

I thus he spoke too largely of a
new “plan” and 2 new “initiative”
for peace, still he is quite justifiad
in pothing that he has changed {he
Ametican  direction substantially,
in all probability irreversibly,
m mem, by actually putting in
farce a program of withdrawal of
American troops, and by reducing
the level of combat. Though last
mom he did not, as it had been

1_‘ cipated that he might, announce
ndw -withdrawals, and though he
pl Gperly declined to announce a

chedule of future withdrawals
W u:n could only have helped the
nemy in his military and diplo-
:m‘zu‘.'. planning, he adhered to that
bolicy, with what seemed to be
‘but a token threat that under cer-
taii ‘circumstances ke ‘mighi in-
deed reverse it.

Tt his mention of the future, the

resident referred fivst i the past,
accurately atiribuling {he begin-
nings of the Vietnamese dilemmia
to the policies of his predecessors.
But he did not project into the
future a view of Southeast Asia

-much different from theirs. He

mighi well have made more of,
and leaned more upon, his own
thorough, broad and far-sighted
conception of the role of the United
States in Southeast Asia, and in
the world, as expressed 'ast sum-
mer on Guam at the beginning of
his; journey around the glabe,
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question but that
strength and supp
mierits.

7 nseds and

The Nixon Doctrine, first proclaimed in
statement issued by the President ‘in Guam and
now applied for the first time in our history, is
simply this:, We will support freedom and seli-
determination — but those who would be free
must be prepared to light for it.

In Vietnan, the pro

a result accelerated trai ng
is encouraging. For the {i; ¢ time
ation of our direct militar y i

reducing the number of Ame

told, we will have to
inclement conditi
which we ntiol by fiat or fan
What the spoech may have lacked
it made up for in candor: sleent spoke to
us as though we were re ponsible adults, He will
find his fellow citizens to be both — responsible
and adult. N

charisma,

Stripped of decorative and even sl

language, the choices facing us were, after all,

ully -few. We could have decided to a

orth Vietnam and “end a] the n se.” We

could have decided to Iose — to get out and forget

Our promises and close our eyes to the massacres

that would have followed, We could have elected

to continue as we have been doing since the first {

0 American soldiers were committed in tha

ning of ccade. We did not in conscience

want the fifst. We could not stomach the second, .

We might have had difficulty surviving
ly one other course

to do what we should have ‘done fro

ning, 10 help the Vietnar

fight for ti

L 101

18,00

¢ take over thair own

I own right to self-dstermj

that has besn ¢

Never has an American President need




