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Tonight I want to talk to you on a subject that deeply concerns

g

every American and other people throughout the world - the war

L

in Vietnam.

1. I believe that Qpeg of tzﬁ reasons for the dggp division

in this naligd akQll, Yeetweie is that many Americans

have lost confidence in what their goyernment has

told them about WM '\-o'év‘ 57

(1) The American people ¢ggnot and should I}E_t be
asked to support a policy which involves the over-
riding issues of war and peace unless they know the
truth about that policy.

A

i M
Ton gﬁ%l would like to answer some of the questlons that I know

are on the minds of many of you listening to me.

I. How and why did America get involved in Vietnam

in the first place?

2. How has t__h‘1_§ Administration cpanged the policy of the

previous Administration?
IR

3. What has really happened in the negotiations in Paris,

and on the battlefront in Vietnam ?
e e



4.

5.
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What choices do we have if we are to end the war?

What are the prospects for peace?

Let me bgg-i_n by describing the situation I found when I was inaugurated

on January 20.

1.

The war had been going on for #_years.
QZ/.@ oD

hiptyu—edsbt—gmrsand Americans had been killed in action.

The trgining program for the South Vietnamese armed

forces was behind schedule.
9,

SYo,00
PHM Americans were in Vietnam

with no plans to reduce the number.
- —

No.progress had been made at the negotiations in Paris
and the United States had ngf put forth a comppghensive

peace proposal.

M.Ld

The war was causing deep diyision at hQme as=—reti=rrs

criticism from many of our friends as well as our
—— SRS

enemies abroad.
somammE> TR



In view of these circumstances, there were some who urged I end
Y ==
the war at once by ordering the immediate withdrawal of all American

forces.

1. From' a political standpoint this would have been a
SRRy

popular and easy course to follow.
ammmgRS ————

2. After all, we became involved in the war while my

predecessor was in office,
AR -—

() I could blame the defeat, which would be the result

of‘m_y action, on }w and come out as the peacemaker.

(2) Some put it quite bluntly: This was the only way to

avoid allowing Johnson's war to become Nixon's war.
TRt P RO )

(3) But I had a greater obligation than to think only of
AR By i

the years of my Administration and the next election.
WY " R

1. I had to think of the effect of my de‘ci§s%on on

the next generation and the future of peace
A s — e

and freedom in America and the world.

2. Let us all understand that the qyggiion before

us is not whether some Anericans are for
S PR

peace and some against it.
— -’ P
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3. The =»®® question at issue is not whether

T——
Johnson's war becomes Nixon's war.
R iy e

‘K' . ) Wi rica’
"“. The q estion is how can we win America's

Let us turn now to the fundamental issue. th and how did the
e =t} —

United Sfates become involved in Vietnam in the first place ?

Fiffegn-years ago North Vietnam, with the logistical support of
Communist China and the Soviet Union launched a campaign to
impose a Communist government on South Vietnam by instigating

and supporting a revolytjon.

1. In response to the request of the goyernment of South
.
Vietnam, President Eisenhgwer sent economi(i,\and
milifary equipment to ﬂd the people of South Vietnam

in their efforts to prevent a Communist takeover.
[ . Oiigy M D S
2. i'uﬂyears ago, President Kennedy sent 16,000 military
R

personnel to Viet Nam as combat advisors.
L

3. %years ago, President Johnson sent American

combat forceg to South Vietnam.

Mggx believe that President Johnson's decision to send American

combat forces to South Vietnam was wggpg. Many others -dL

among them - have been strongly critical of the way the war has
e

been conducted.

r—
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But the questionA - now that we are in the war what is the

L™ S

best way to end it?
R

l. In Janyary I could only conclude that the precipitate
withdrawal of all, American forces from Vietnam
would be a djgaster not only for Sguth Vietnam but

for the United States and for the cauge of peace.

(1)  For the Soyth Vjetnamese, our precipitate
withdrawal would iggyitably allow the Comgmunjsts
to repeat the masgacres which followed their

takeover of the Nﬂ“_th fifteen years ago.

l.  They then murdered more than fifty thousand
peoplﬂ and hundreds of thousands wQre

died in slave labor camps.

2. We saw a prelude of what would happen in
South_Vietnam when the Communists entered the
city of Hue last year. During their brief rule
there - there was a bloody reign of terror in
which some 3000 civilians were clgbbed and

shot to death.
IR
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(1) With the sudden collapse of our support,
these atrggities of Hu_g would become the
nightmare of the entire nation - and

. ——
pagticularly for the million and a_half
Cathglic refugges who fled to Sguth

Vietngm when the Communists took over

the North in 1954.

: S . _—
For the United States, this fist defeat in our nilon S

history would result in a collapse of confidence in American

b il

leadership, not only in Asia but throughout theﬁworld.

(1) Three American Presidents have recognized the great
—
stakes involved in Viefpam and understood what had

to be done.

I. In 1963, President Kennedy/ssﬂ with his chagacteristic
@

eloquence and clarit& M-

P — -———

(1) ”V.V_e_ want to see a s:c_;_a%lgﬁle government thgre
carrying on the stmggle to mainfgin its
nwal indepgndenge. We believe strongly in that.
We're 1:(_)1: going to withdraw from that_gffort.
In my_ opinion for us _t& withdraw from that

effort would mean a collapse not only of_South

Vietpam but Southeast Asia so we're going to

stay there.”
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2. DPresident Eisenhower and President Johnson

expressed the same conclusion during their
Wy
-y,
terms of office.

M - For the future of peace, precipitate withdrawal would M

B be a disaster of immense magnitude.

PP of

— (1) ] ecomnobuholionauthat Q'Nation c®n remain great if

it betrays its allig§ and lgts down its friends,

(2) Our defgat and humiliation in South Vietnam would
without question promote recklessness in the councils
» RS )
of those grgathpowers who have not yet abandoned

their goalgof world ¢gnquest.

(3) This would spark violence wherever our commitments
help majptain the peace -- in the Migddle East, in

Berlin, eventually even in the Western Hemisphere.

1. Ultimately, this would cgst more lives.

2, It would not bring peace but more war.
- — —s ey

For these reasons, I rejgcied the recommendation that I should

end the war by immediately wi awing all our forces.
R——— e
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I chose instead to change American policy on bothithe

negotiating front and the battlefront.

In order to end a war fought on many fronts, I initiated
S, ' Pt - —

a pursuit for peace on mi_.ny fronts.

(1) Ina television speech on May 14) in a speech
before the United Nationsy and on a number of

other occasions I set forth our peace proposals
= 4 CE—y

in greal detail,

l. We have offered the comglete withdrawal of

all outside forces wit_lgn one year.

2. We have proposed a cgase-fire under

integpational supegyision.

3. We have offered frgg glagfions under international
supervision with the Comupugigts participating
in the organization and conduct of the elggiions o

] e

(1) The Saigon Government has pledged to
accepfihe regylt of the elegiiaps.
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We have not put forth our proposals on a také-it—or-leave-;’t—basis.
W

1. We have indicated that we are wjillipg to discuss the

; proposals that haveg been put forth by the oter side w,
anﬁhing is negotiable except the right of the

people of South Vietnam to determine their own future.

e

(1) At the Pa_:r_‘_i_s peace conference, Ambassador Lodge
has demonstrated our flgxibility and good_faith in
HO public meetings.

2, Hill(')i has refused even to dﬁ'scuss ouaproposals.

(1) They demand our unconditional acceptance of
- P ]

their_termspﬁlat we withdraw all American forces
L T

immediately and unconditionally and that we oyer-

throw the govgrnment of South_\'fietnam as we leave.

' ‘,A WA N
ML

d A'.“.‘?: v AL LU

arafls |
o/
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We have n;)_t. limited our peace initiatives to pi&lic forums a.nd

public statements.

1. I recognized that a long and bitter war like this

usually cannot be settled in a public forum.

2. That is why in addition to the pyRlic statements and

negotiations I have explored every possible priyate

avenue that might leag_ to a settlement.

1. TS fonight I am taking the unprggedepted step
of digglaging, some of our offgx initiatives for peace -

initiatives we undertook Rrivately and secretlz
because we thought that we thereby might O‘Iﬂ a door

which publicly would be closed.
] ——

I did not Wii,t for my inauguration to bggin my qugf,t for peace.

1. Soon after my electio-thhrough an individual who is
dire&_tlz in contact on a _persggal basis with the leaders
of North Vietnam I made two Jprivate offers for a rg.&id,

comprehensive settlement.
P
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(1) Hanoi's replies called in effect for our surrender
a—— b i

before negotiations.
E—

Since the Soviet Union furnishes most of the myjlitary
equipment for North__V_igtnam, Secretary of State Rog?_r_s,
my Assistant for National Security Affairs, Dr. Kissinger,
Ambassador Lodge, and‘I‘_pers%lly, have met on a
number of occasions with representatives of the Smgt

Government to enlist their assistance in getting meaningful
f—— L i Lo

negotiations started.

(1) In addition we have had extended discussion’sd
directed toward that same e%with representatives
of other governments which have diplomatic

relations with North Vietnam.
T

(2) None of these initiatives have to date produced

. results.

e el

ooy,

In mid-July, I became convinced that it was ne cessary
to make a major Tove to break the deadl.ock in the

Paris talks.
~

(1) I spgke directly with an indjyjdyal who had known

Ho Chi_Minh on a peE.s_Snal basis for twenty-five years.



= 13 -

(2) Through him I sent a letter to Ho Chi Minh.

(3) I did this outside of the usual diplomatic channels
STy [e—
with the hopg__that with the necessity of making
statements for pro anda removed, there might
- p&. EmazE. ) _Ig

be constructive progress toward bringing the

war to an end.
(4) Let me read from that letter

"Dear Mr. President:

'"T realize that it is difficult to communicate
meaningfully across the gylf of foyr years of war.

But precisely because of this gulf, I wanted to take
this opportunity to rgg‘f&n in all solemnity my desire
to work for a ll_s‘t peace. I deeﬁly believe that the
war in Vietnam has ggpe on too long and dglay in
bringing it to an end can benefit no one -- least of

all the pegple of Vietpam.

17 11
© 0 e 00 80000

"The time has corge to move forward at the
TN

conference table toward an eaﬂy resolution of this

tragic war. You will find us foang and opgn-

mindad.in a common effort to bring the bleggings of

peace to the brave people of Vietnam. Let history
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record that at this critical juncture, both sides
P g [=—=endath)
turned their face toward peace rather than toward
SRR A

L2

conflict and war, "
F- e Y

(5) I received Ho Chi Minh's reply on August 30,
RS
three days before his death. It simply reiterated
Pz —— L s e
the public position North Vietnam had taken in the
L

Paris talks and flatly rejected my inifjative.

(6) The full text of hoth letters is being released to
the press. —
(7) In addition Amb}:;::it: Lodge has met with Vigtnam's

chigfnegotiator in Pgris in 11_private meetings.

(8) We have taken other sigpificant initiatives which
must remain secret to keep open some channels of

communication which may still prove to be productive.

The effect of all the public, prigate and secret negotiations which
have been undertaken since the bomgbing halt a year ago and since
this Administration came into office on Januagy.Q0, can be summed

up in one sentenge, --
=

No progress whatever has been made except agreement on the

shape of the bargammg table.



It has become clear that the obstacle in negotiating an end to

the war is not the President of the United States.
a———— ' e

L. MIC is not the South Vietnamese Government.
— PRSI A SSRERT A HE T

2. The obstacle is the other side's absolute refusal to
. Laad PRy

show the leagt willingness to join us in seeking a

jus_t_geac e.
P a——_ g

It will not do so while it is convinced that all it
! ¢ S gmamae st

W

has to do is to wait for our next concession,
SRR Fe— o ARy

and the next until it gets everEhing it Wants.

4. There can now be no longer any qug_s_tion that progress
in negotiation depends ogly on Hangi's deciding to

negg_’g;ate serjgusly.

I realize that this report on our efforts on the diplomatic, front is
discuraging but the Amegjican people are entitled to know the truth ---
the bad news as well as thg ggod news where the liyes of our young

men are involved.
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Let me now turn, however, to a more encouraging report on another
t( — TR TR wmmem——
front.
1. At the time we launched our search for _peace, I

recognized that we mlght not succeed in bringing an

end to the war through negotiation.
P e )

1 1, th_e_xﬁf_ore, put into effect anothexr plan to bring
peace -- a plan which will bx_'liﬁ'the war to an
end reg_aac&e_g_s of what happens on the negg_’lc}&tgng
front. I is in lige with a major shift in _U. S.
foreign policy which I descgibed in my press

conference at Guam on July 25.

1. Let me brigfly explain what has been desgribed

as the Nixon Doctrine -- a policy which not
only will help_cngd the war in Vigtngm, but which

is an esggntial element of our program to pgevent

future, Vietnams.

() We_Americans are a dg_jt-yourself-people

-- an impatient people.

1. Instead of teaching somegne elge to

do a job, we ljl«t_e to do it ourselves.
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2. This trait has been carried over into

our foreign policy.

() In Korea and again in Vietnam, the

United States furnished most of the
moneYy...nost of the arms, and most
of the men to help the people of those

countries defend their freedom against

Communist aggression.

(2) Befgpe.any American troops were committed

to Vietpam, a legder of another Asian country

»”  expressed this op1n1onf\when I was traveling vm

mpwon?”as a private citizen.
7,[. Atas] 1
1. "When you are trying to assist another

nation defend its fregdom, U. _S. policy

should be=to hglp them fight the war but

American policy toward Asia.

1. The United States will keep all of our treaty commitments.

A L ) —
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We shall provide a shield if a nuclear power threatens
VR ORI

the freedom of a natiop al]ii_t;:-_d with us or of a %on

whose suryiyal we consider vifgl to our security.

\
q’M In cases involving otfer, types of aggressionm

‘q}, we shall furnish military and economic assistance
CRNRD 3y SRR

when requested in accordance with our treaty commitments.

But we shall lgo_k to the nation directly threatened to

assume the primary responsibility of providing the

manpowgs for its defense.

(1) After I announced this policy, I found that the leaders
RS ee—

of the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, South_Korea

TS A

and other nations which might be threatened by

T

Communist aggression welcomed this new direction

in American foreign policy.

f 1. The defense of freedom is everybody's business --
—— S ki Lo

/ not just America's business.
LRSS

2. And it is particularly the responsibility of the
> ARG

people whose freedom is thr&aiened.

1

In the previous Administration we Americanized the war in Vietnam.
P i RS S IR ST ]

A i) o

1. In this Administration we are Vietnamizing the search
i g BT A RS e
for peace.

i g R
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The policy of the previous Administration not only resulted in Qur
assum_iﬂg the primary responsibility for fightine the war but even

more significant did not adeguately stress the g_c;al of stren&henm%

the South_Vicinamese so that they could defend themselves when
— e A
we left.
a——

The Vietnamization Plan was launched following Secretary Laird's

visit to Vigggam in March.

1. TUnder the gl_an, I ordered a subgtantial increase in

th ini d i i .
e training and equipment of South Vietpgmese forces

2. In July, on my visit to Vigjpam, I changed General Abram's
orders so that they were cons.i_sient with the objggiives of

our newy_policy.

() Under the new orders the primary mission of our
—— O A
troops is to enablg the South Vietnamese forces to
as e the full ibjlity for th ity of
sum e full rggpongibility for the security

South _Vietnam.

owv

3. AAir operations have been reduced by over twenty percent.

g L T ——
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We have now begun to see the results of this long overdue change

in American policy in Vietnam.
o ey

1. After five jears of Americans going into Vietnam,

we are finally bringing American men home.

() By December 15, over 60,000 men will have been
—d e e

withdrgwn from South Vietnam -- including twenty

RS
percent of all of our combat troops.
) 2. The South Vietnamese have continued to gain in strength.’
?{ —— S, £
i

() As a result they have been gble to take over combat

R RN TN

responsibilities from our Amegjcan forces.

Two other significant developments have occygred since this
Administration took office iSEE—G—_

1. Enemy infiltration over the 1 h i
¥ ast three months is less

than twentx Eercent of what it was over the similar

Atediy

period last year.

R
/ !{7 M Mast, importapt -- United_Sfatesy, casualties have declined
/ / during the last two_months to the lowest point in three
/ years,
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Let me turn now to our program for the future.

AR oy

1. We have,\g plan_which we have wgrked out in cogperation
with the Soufp Nicfnamese for the complete withdrawal
of all U. S__ground combat forces and their replacement

by South_Vietnamese forces on an orderly scheduled timetable,.
[ wnS AT

() This withdrawal will be made from strength and

not from weakness.
ORI

1. As South Vietnamese forces become stronger,
%

the rate of American withdrawal can become greater.

E At e o W
I have not and do not intend to announce the timetable for our program.
R Py i i AR R R S5 L

(1) As I have indicated on sé&veral occasions, the
RN RIS -

Withdrawal will depend on develoEments

on three fronts;

1. One is the progress which may be made at }/)
the Paris_talks. Mm

& 5 .
gv () An announcement of a fixed timetal leFvould

comgletely remove any ipcentive for the

enemy to negotiate an agreement.
s -

TS



1. They would simply wait until our forces

IR

had withdrawn and then move in.
DR NETATE. 4 pe==="=1

2. The other two factors on which we will base our
E e L DR

withdrgwal decisions arAthe level of enemy activity

land the progress of the training program of the

South Vietnamese forces. m
d"“‘ & Lo alleTo Nepend
q( grogress on both these fronts has been

-

greater than we antlcipated when we started
#

A= e

the withdrawal program in June.

(2) As a result, our timetable for withdrawal

is more optimistic now than when we made
— @ o5

our first estimates in June.
P RRABRC &

(3) This clearly demonstrates why it is not
s -

wise to be frozen in on a fixed timetable.
[l ——iv)

1. We must retain the flexibility to base each

withdrawal decision on the situation as it is
RS T AR a——— prov—

at that time rather than on estimates that
R DRy

are no_lopger valid.
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/ *’,/Along_with this optimistic estimate, I must - in all candor -

leave one note of caution.
R o

1. JMthe leyel of enemy activity significantly increases

we might have to adjyst our timetable accordingly.

However, I want the record to be completely clear on

one point.
AR

O 4
() At the tjge of the bombing halt Q ¥ there

was some copfusion as to whether there was an understanding

on the part of the ¢gemy that if '3 stopg_eg the Qombing 4 ("\.z
ﬂwould stgp shelligg cities_of South Vietnam.

1. I wa.gt_to be sure there is no misunderstanding on

the part of the enemy with regard to our withdrawal

program.

(I) We have notgdudhe reduced level of infiltration

and the reduction of our casualties and are
ORI T U

basing our withdrawal decigjons partially on %ﬂk_
<hege factors.

P
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If the level of infiltration or our casualties increase while we are

o = RO e L ted T Gl o
trying to scale down the fighting, it will be the result of a conscious

deg}_ﬂsﬁig,n by the enemy.

1. Hanoi could make no greater mistake than to assume

/ that an increase in violence will be to its own advantage.
] Y.

y' SRRy
(1) If I conclude that mcreased enemy action jeopardizes

g
our remalnlng forces ‘E; ! I H not he81tate to take

strong and effective measures to deal with that situation.

E IR Es

1. This is not a threat.
Pre SRy

2. This is a statement of policy which as Commander-
ARISERTRTEI (AT
in-Chief of our Armed Forces I am making in
i ibili h ti f
megung_my responsibility for the protection o

American fighting men wherever they may be.

I am sure that you can recognize from what I have said that we have

only two ch01ces open to us if we want to end the war.
AR AR

1. I can order an immediate, precipitate withdrawal of all

Americans from Vietnam without regard to the effects

of that action.

e OTAERA I
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2. Or we can persist in our search for a just peace through

a negotiated settlement if possible, or through continued
L e —

implementation of our plan for Vietnamization if necessary --
amp— -, L s T

a plan in which we will withdraw all of our forces from
om— R L

Vietnam on a schedule, in accordance with our program,
PR R ST VR

as the SOU..HI Vietnamese become strong enough to defend

e )

their own freedom.

I have chosen the second course.
SRR

1. It is not the easy way.
R

2. It is the right way.
S0 ————y

3. It is a plan which will end the war and serve the cause

G e i
of peace -- not just in Vietnam but in the Pacific and
AR TS b

in the world.
S

In speaking of the consequences of a precipitate withdrawal, I mentioned

that our allies m=iae=wembet would lose confidence in America.
D - Pt

1. Far more dangerous, we would lose confidence in ourselves.
— A — ’ ——

(1) The immediate reaction would be a sense of relief
[ —, & ————

as our men came home.

1. But as we saw the consequences of what we hﬁd

done, inevitable remorse and divisive recrimination
— AR Y R T

T
—

would scar our spirit as a people.

L WD
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We have faced other crises in our history and have become stronger
— amite e w——"y

by rejecting.ihe easy way out and taking Q right way in

meeting our challenges.

1. Our greatness as a nation has been our capacity to do
SRR o U

what had to be done when we knew our course was right.

g— SEmm——— L -
 aia—
1 recog_glze that some of my fellow citizens disagree with the plan
£ AR )

for peace I have chosen.
e A

1. Honest and patriotic Americans have reached different

N, R b

conclusions as to how peace should be achieved.

TR A

In San Francisco a few weeks ago, I saw demonstrators carrying
—— T ik i o

siggg reading: '"Lose in Vietnam, bring the boys home."

1. One of the strengths of our free society is that any
e = £
American has a right to reach that conclusion and

———
to advocate that point of view.
m——5" —

But as President of the United States, I wauld be
untrue to my oath of office if I allowed the policy
= — G Py .
of this nation to be dictated by the minority who_zlngld
that view and who attempt to impose it on the nation
o DRERT SSRGS

Ee [

ﬁv by mounting demonstrations in the street.
R HopREE N e ———
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() For almost two hundred years, the policy of this
nation has been made under_gur Constijytion by
those leaders in the Copgress and in the White

House who were elected by all the people.
e i ek iy

(2) If a vocal minority, however fervent its cause,
revails over d the will of the majorit
p LSa500an e apry

hi . slinr.
this nation has no future as a free society

e
I would like to address a word to the young people of this nation who

ég‘eh %ncern?d about the war.

A NI ——

1. I respect your idealism.
BBV, ————

2. 1 share your concern for peace.

3. I want peace as much as you do.
R E ieiotd

(1) There are powerful persopal reasons I want to

1. This week I stmmed soygE=iive letters to

mothers, fathers, wives and loved ones of

e% this war.

men who had given their lives for America in
AR D e ]

Vietnam. It is very little satisfactio

this was only one-third as many as I signed
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during my first week in office. ‘(There is
nothing I want more than to see the dgy come
ST, -

when I no longer must Writeﬁh%ge%etters.

2. I want to end the war to save the 1125 of

those braye young men in Vietnam.

3. I want to end it in a way which will increase
PR T iy

the chance that their younger brothers and
E—me—

their sons will not have to fight in another
E— —— s R

Vietnam someplace in the world.
SE— L=

I want to end the war so that the energy and
S R,

dedication of our young people, now too often

[ ey == -_——
directed into bittgg_ hatred against those ‘iees P
@ think are regponsible for the war , can be
t d

urned to the great challenges of peace, a

better _life for ail_ Americans and for people

JE— throughout the world.

I have chosen a plan for peace.
- LT+

1. 1 believe it will succeed.
L e S —
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2. If it does succeed, what the critics say now won't matter.
- - wimmea T -

3. If it does 1:2;5 succeed, anything I say then won't matter.

/ I know it may not be fashlonable to speak of patriotism or national

P it

destiny these days.

P

1. But I feel it is appropriate to do so on this occasion.

2. Two hundred years ago this nation was weak and

poor. But even then, America was the hope of millions

we—— g

in the world.

mc——

3. Today we have become the strongest and richest nation

TS S,

in the world.ﬁ'ld the wheel of destiny has turned so that
any hope the world has for the survival of peace and

freedom will be determined by whether the American people

ep—

have the moral stamina and the courage to meet the
————— O—

challenge of free world leadership.
g— C—

4. Let historians not record that when America was the

— Gome———E gy

e

most powerful nation in the world we passed on the other

side of the road and allowed the last hopes for peace and

freedom of millions of people dp/bwu to be suffocated

by the forces of totalitarianism.
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And so tonight -- to you, the great silent majority of my fellow
Americans -- 1 z_t_g,i{_ for your support.

1. I pledged in my campaign for the Presidency to end

e

the war in a way that we could win the peace.

2. I have initiated a plan of action which will enable
E=mTre, - bl

me to keep that pledge.

et
3. The more support I can have from the American people,
b Y] NgRad
the sooner that pledge can be redeemed. For the more
divided we are at home, the less likely the enemy is to
———— - B C— e

—

negotiate in Paris.
p—— —

4. Let us be united for peace. Let us also be united
E—— ——

ag'.'a_i_l_lst defeat.

(1) Because let us undergtan‘dJNo;gh Vietnam cannot

defeat or humiliate the United States.

1. Only Americans can do that.
TSR

Fifty years ago: in this room and at this very desk, President Woodrow

Wilson e words which caught the imagination of a war-weary world o

Clurrebrmmlyiyiagyd oy o

1. He said: '"This is the war to end wars."

(1) His dr_gim for peace after vheb=wmr was shattered

on the hard realities of great power politics, and

Ww Wilson died a broken man.
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Tonight I do not tell you that the war in Vietnam is the war to

%War?gd g“o ol 'ﬂ—y ;

1. I“ I have igjijaied a plan which will end this

war_in a way that will bring us closer to that great g@
of a jugt.and lasfing peace to which Woodrow _Wilson and

every Bresident in our history has been dedicated.
A

As President I hold _the respongibility for choosing the begt path to

E«%E goal and then for leading our nation_along it.

1. I pledge to you topight that I will meet this responsibility
with all of the sirepgih and wisdom I can comman‘d in
ac:co%t?a?ce with your Qgopes, mjigdful of your concerns,

sustained by your prayers.
LT L AR
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