


Change and Continuity

RN speaking:

There are those who say that uﬂi

been, that no changes shoul
rican society. These People are satiss
They are.
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There are those who are ¢ it
anytning;in American scciety. mhey want a “cvol Cio
want comolpue caa.ge.
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wrong. The question is not whether we w
phan** 5y COAtlﬂdluJ B 0“", ﬁ;s“e“dz how can we
fave poth change and concin
K. C“CSuefGOQ once s
nz
p=3

something as it is is to ¢ B 13 bLe’
- enc can
) al T
[ — Ce pdi_ . A
lace parts ¢rom C¢mc to "mc give it a frezh cost
paint when it is needeua The man cna“gcs the fence only
cs the fence

in order to preserve it. If he simoly let
remain as 1t is, the fence will eventually falil, a
victim to time and the effects of nacure

Buc the man does not tear the Tence down. He repairs
it, and, in repairing it, makes it s*“onve%

And Tthis is what we must diseus this year: nec

we a%” going to change but how, Tor we can preserve
Anerica only if we change her.

Scub ask us not to change anything. But if we listen %o
fmerica will not px rosper and will eventuslly fall.

Some ask us--qos perhaps it's closer to the truth to
stat~ that t“by Cell us --that we must tear Americe down.

C c
ine day- OJ-an WorK of repairing what is wrong woth Americsa
hing but destruction

ntin

ity J&ﬁ

- . -~ - .
2 ool

1S 'GC,/Q IIZ_CM.L'G .LO.'." 'f;_'..’lCLS .L.’a'uel'l'

ut
“we speak of Au.y;lgs«; u.e%_dﬁo;a"" simo
who are alive todayv: we speek of e
soldier who sat n;ac‘ﬁa“tz:tg TL
Vall@yrForgp, reduced to nothing b T urage a:
rifle, to the ycung men who now bhbohhiddebd defend
The same principles in a different kind of hell, far from
winter, far fron home.Wc spzak of every immig“ant who
stood on the deck of a steamer and saw for the first time
the great land of hope . mzrginmgxihyremrk
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T"ne decisi we meXxe in this time and vlace will
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effect not only those of us who are alive now, but those who
have gone before us, and those who will come gfter. As we
svand here we do not stand alone; we stand with the millions of
Awzesicans who have helped To maeke Tais country what it is.

I{ has been said that men s hing

n see things more than the Ancients
more distant only because we Stanc on wne shouilders of the
S who nave gone before us.
And so what we decide here will reflect on those who have

3 upuae who have died in order To build this country. What
e will be a commentary on what they have given us. Je will
o her )

e t only for ourselves, bul for them , the imwigrant,
'ozd+p*,A;uc sTave;—the Emgﬂ Cu_ﬁﬁ;éﬁts,,Q“,W“OQ@W et
shouiders we stand. Thelr suffering, their heroisn, thelir
pazn and their hope: these are the tninos we must consider

in our time.

And we choose for the future. ocnvaay other men will
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a2 time of choice in Americe and the land they have, the

face

ideals they wish to preserve will depend on all of

u§ﬂhere, today. -
: Thus, we choose as Americans of the last Third of the

/’2O*H century, but we choose for “Je”LC¢, an America which
( xtends in time YDack to the founders and forward To the

\\;iii:i and dreams OF Us adl. -
P been glven we must pfeserve; whal we

Wit o we f1ave
nave discovered to be no longer useful, we must chrige, out we
must change nly in accordance with the laws and customs which
are our greatest gift from the Americans of Tthe past.
We do not stand alone._
/ We have nou come all this way ©b for nothin
/ We Toec preserve whac We were given r our Cnl'Q en, and,
) with work and pr ayer an 1d secrifice and time , perhapsS we can give
o~thie Trture America not oni y~wha& we were given to protect, but
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1so the wisdom we nhave gained in our stivggle in cur time.
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