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Very 1ittle”iq expecied from the Presldentss Kigdle East tour in

he way of tengiblas agreements 8lthough thers are stron§ signs he
L8y announce resumption of fuil relations with Syria while in
Damascus, '

Without putting a date on 4t Syrian Presigent Hafez Assad saig
Sunda¥ that suckh a restoratiof ‘“ls what i3 requireq in the interest
of bhotn countries,ss Sypria broke relationg during the 1367
Arab~Israeli war,

It is from that Low point in Arab-vu,s, relations that Iixon ig
trging to recover, Ang even thoufh Klssinger moved the Unitegd States
in%o a mich pore advantegeous position: in his recent megiation
gucceises, Iixon saig ¢¢a1l problems that exigt in the area will not

€ solved ss

The tour will pe ¢ep difficult trip from the standpoint of
divlomacy, ss Nixon declareg, addin% that he nevertheless will try to
convince Arab and Israsly leaders That tne UeS, objective is ¢éone of
8ssurance for €very nation in the arsa o o o OL the right to
Independence. the right to security, the right to seek their own way,
to aChieve t eir own 80813, 9 .

Meanwhile, there weag congressional_criticism about another Nixon
trip, the 3ne he will take to hogcow later this month,

Sen, James R, Suckley, Cons,~R N,y s 831ld In a ragio interview that
Watergats hag Creatsd a domestic sitdation that would mske that trip
8 “‘pigsion in futility,ss ,

He sald, ¢¢The Soviets, quite probablg because of wnat they gee in
Terms of’our dopestio situation hers heysve hardened their lines,

he{ have appeared to becoge more intransigent in terys of what thdy
: 1l ang Wilg not discuss at the SALT Strategic Arpg Limitation

Jalxs agreements, So that T have the feeling that in nany real
o Tespects 8 pmission to Mogcow iy & misgion in futility, s»
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