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POCLOWING 1S DIA ASSESSMENT OF PoSSIBILITY DF SOVIET TRODPS IN
IRAQ, EGYPT AND SYRIA

SOVIET TROOPS IN THE MIDDUE EAST (S)
1. tS/NFD) AT THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTIUITIES IN YHE MIDDLE_EAST, THE

-

SOVIETS HAD APPROXIMATELY 80 MILITARY ADVISORS IN EGYPT, ABOUT 1400 IN

SYRIA AND AN ESTIMATED 550 IN IRAQ, IN ADDITION THERE WERE AN UNKNOWN
NUMBER QF SOVIEY CIVILIAN TECHNICIANS IN EGYPT, SYRIA AND iRAQ.

‘ 25X1

3, }TSREEBACKGRDUND USE ONLY) SINCE THE DUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES, 25X1
INDICATTUNS OF CHANGES IN SOVIET PERSONNEL IN EGYPT; SYRIA AND IRAQ
HAVE BEEN NOTED AS POLLOWS: g _ =
Ay IRAQ - WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SIZE OF THE SOVIET AD~
VISORY GROUP TO IRAQ HAS BEEN INCREASED, )
By EGYPT =~ WE CAN CONFIRM THAT SOME 70 TO 80 SOVIETS INCCUDING

®ackakkk WHER COMMENTS ki
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20 INTERPRETERS ARRIVED IN CAIRD 4S OF DCTOBER 25TH., AN UNCONFIRMED
REPORT INDICATED THAT SOME 300 SOVIETS IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES ARRIVED
IN CAIRO ON THE 26TH AND AN ADDITIONAL 706 ARRIVED IN THE CITY ON
THE EVENING OF 27/28 DCTOBER, ALTHOUGH SDVIET TRANSPORT AJRCRAFT

ARRIVED IN CAIRO ON THOSE DAYS, WE HAVE NGwimAsch INEORMATIAN
TO SUPPORT THiS REPIUNC 26X

TH!S REPURT COULD HAVE REFERRED TO THE INTRODUCTION
OF SCUD M!SSILES INYD THE COUNTRY, SQUD UNITS_ NORMALLY ARE ORGANIZED
AS BRIGADES, SCUDS NERE SEEN IN SATELLITE PHDTUGRAPHY AT CAIRD
INTERNATJONAL AIRFIELDI AL QAHIRAH SAM SUPPURT FACILITY AND THE
TURA CAVES ORDNANCE DEPDT ON 13 AND 17 OCTOBER 1973, WHETHER
THIS SYSTEM 1S BEING DPERATED BY SOVIET PERSUNNEL IS NOT KNOWN,
HOWEVER AN EGYPTIAN POW STATED THAT EGYPTIAN PERSONNEL WERE BEING
TRAINED ON A SURFACE»TO~SURFACE MISSICE HAVING A RANGE CUMPARABLE TO
THAY DF THE SCUD, 25X1

25X1
DIA

IF POXBATS ARE OPERATING FROM EGYPT, ABOUT 100 SOVIET PERSONNEL
WOULD BE INVOLCVED IN GROUND SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, FLIGHT CREW
AND PHOTO PROCESSING OPERATIONS.

€, SYRIA-THERE HAVE BEEN NUMBERQUS REPORTS OF SOVIET OPERATIONAL
UNITS TN SYRIA, 26%1 DIA

{1) AIR DEFENSE=AN SOME DPERATIDNAL
SOVIET MILITARY UNIES WE NDVEMBER ,
THESE UNITS WERE ALLEGEDLY TO BE USED PRIMARILY FOR AIR DEFENSE
PURPDSES IN THE LATA R SHIPPING LANES TO
THAY PORT FACILITY, INDICATED IN25X1DIA
LATE DCTOBER THAT SO AIR DEFENSE
ROLE WITH POSSIBLY ¥ME SA~6/GAINFUL SYSTEH: WERE IN THE LATAKIA
AREA,

GR RCES!

ET ARMDR UNITS OF UNKNOWN SIZE ARRIVED TN SYRIA ON
APPROXIMATECY 26 OCTOBER AND WERE BIVOUACED IN A COMDUFLAGED
SITE EAST OF DAMASCUS, IT IS KNOWN THAT SOME 800 TANKS WiTHOUT
SUPPORY EQUIPMENT PASSED THROUGH THE PORT FACILITIES OF NiKOLAYEV
SINCE THE OUTBREAK DF MOSTILITIES AND IT S BELIEVED THAT SOME OF
THEM HAVE ARRIVED IN §YRIA, A TOTAL OF 8 AMPHIBIOUS SHiPS ARE
ESTIMATED TO WAVE CALUED AT LATAKIA, HOWEVER, THE AMOUNT oF
EQUIPMENT UNLDADED 1S NDT KNOWN. THE GYANT REACH SR=71 MISSION
OF 4 NOVEMBER DID NOT REVEAL THE PRES$NCE OF SOVIET UNITS 7O THE
EAST OF DAMASCUSS BUY CLOUD COVER OF AREA PRECLUDED A FULL
READOUT, AN UNCONFIRMED CIA REPORT INDICATES THAT AN ADVANCE
PARTY FOR A SOVIET AIRBORNE CONTINGENT ES PRESENT IN DAMASCUS,

-----
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HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO DTHER EVIDENCE 70 SUPPORT THIS,

4, (TS} IN SUMMARY, THE SOVIETS HAVE WAD AMPLE OPPORTUNITY TD
SEND MILITARY PERSONNEL TO THE MIDDUE EAST ON THE_MANY AIRCRAFT

AND SHIPS (INCLUDING AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS OF THE SOVIET NAVY) WHICH

HAVE ARRIVED IN THE AREA SINCE THE WAR BEGAN, BUY WE HAVE NOT

BEEN ABLE TD CONFIRM YHE INTRDDUCTION OF SOVIET MILITARY FORCES

AS OPERATIONAL UNIT§, QR OF THE INCLEMENTAL INTRODUCTioN OF SQVIET
TROOPS TO BUILD UNI¥S IN PLACE, IF SUCH FORCES; HAVE, IN FACT,

BEEN SENT TD fHE MIDOLE EAST, THEY MOST CIKELY ARE THERE IN NO

MORE THAN SMALL NUMBERS, WE BELIEVE THAT ALCL OF THE SOVIET ADVISORS
PRESENT IN THE MIDDCE EAST AT THE DUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES ARE STILL
THERE, AND THAT SOME ADDITIONAL ADVISQRS AND TECHNICIANS~=PERHAPS

AS MANY AS A FEW HUNDRED-=HAVE ARRIVED SINCE THE CEASEFIRE.
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FOR: SECRETARY HENRY A, KISSINGER

FROM: OWESESggh BRENT SCOWCROF#Q

REFERENCE: SECTO 10

Following is DIA assessment of possibility of Soviet troops in

Iraq, Egypt and Syria.
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Soviet Troops in the Middle East (S)°

1. (S/NFD) At the outbreak of hostilities in the Middle East, the

Soviets had approximately 80 military advisors in Egypt, about 1400 in

Syria and an estimated 550 in Iraq. In addition there were an unknown
number of Soviet civilian technicians in Egypt, Syria and Iraq.

25X1

3 (TSRE}Background Use Only) Since the outbreak of hostilities, indica- 25X1
tions of changes in Soviet personnel in Egypt, Syria and Iraq have been
noted as follows:

a. Iraq -~ We have no evidence that the size of the Soviet advisory group
to Iraq has been increased.

b. Egypt - We can confirm that some 70 to 80 Soviets including 20
interpreters arrived in Cairo as of October 25th. An unconfirmed report
indicated that some 300 Soviets in civilian clothes arrived in Cairo on
the 26th and an additional 700 arrived in the city on the evening of
27/28 October. Although Soviet transport aircraft arrived in Cairo on

those days, we have no other information to support this r:e;:oort:.4]__—_—~—~_;5x1
ol

[ This report could have referred to

the introduction of SCUD missiles into the country. SCUD units normally
are organized as brigades. SCUDs were seen in satellite photography at
Cairo International airfield, AL QAHIRAH SAM support facility and the
TURA Caves Ordnance Depot on 13 and 17 October 1973. Whether this systenm
ie being operated by Soviet personnel is not known, however an Egyptian
POW stated that Fgyptian personnel were being trained on a surface-to-
surface missile having a range comparable to that of the SCUD,

25X1

[ If FOXBATs are operating from Egypt, about

100 Sovict personnel would be involved in ground support, maintenance,
flight crew and photo processing operations.
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c. Syria - There have been numerous reports of Soviet operational
units in Syr:La. 25X1 DIA

(1) Alr Defense =] some operational
Soviet military units were present in Syria by early November. These units
were allegedly to be used primarily for air defense purposes in the Latakia
25X1 area to protect Soviet shipping lanes to that port facility.

DIA | jlndlcated in late October that some 200-300 Soviets,
who had an air defense role with possibly the SA-6/GAINFUL system, were in
the Latakia area.

’ 25X1 DIA

(2) Ground Forces —l
Soviet armor units of unknown size arrived In Syria on approximately
26 October and were bivouaced at a camouflaged site east of Damascus. It
is known that some 800 tanks without support equipment passed through the
port facilities of NIKOLAYEV since the outbreak of hostilities and it is
believed that some of them have arrived in Syria. A total of 8 amphibious
ships are estimated to have called at Latakia, however, the amount of equip-
ment unloaded is not known. The GIANT REACH SR-71 mission of 4 November
did not reveal the presence of Soviet units to the east of Damascus; but
cloud cover of the area precluded a full readout. An unconfirmed CIA report
indicates that an advance party for a Soviet airborne contingent is present
in Damascus, however, we have no other evidence to support this.

4, (TS) In summary, the Soviets have had ample opportunity to send military
personnel to the Middle East on the many aircraft and ships (including
amphibious ships of the Soviet navy) which have arrived in the area since

the war began. But we have not been able to confirm the introduction of

Soviet military forces as operational units, or of the incremental introduction
of Soviet troops to build units in place. If such forces, have, in fact, been
sent to the Middle East, they most likely are there in no more than small
numbers. We believe that all of the Soviet advisors present in the Middle

East at the outbreak of hostilities are still thexe, and that some additional

advisors and technicians -- perhaps as many as a few hundred -~ have arrived
since the ceasefire,
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