Peking’s View of the Nixon Mission
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offered to explain why President Mix-

on sought and accepted an invi

to Peking, but why were the Chinese
respansive? s it forgotten in Peking that MNixon
huilt his early «
chimbed to the Senate and vic
backs of “appeasers in the State Department™
wiho sold China 1o Russin? Ui-"|§ sl Mao Tee
tung. with & Herce domestic purge safely behind
him, secing America™s Yiclnam venture a sham-
bles and believing its political and economic pe-
sitiom to be in serious trouble abroad and at home,
iccept o belated olive branch? And il Nixon is
nob poang to Ching just o eatl shark fins. what
may his hosts serve ns side dishes—and what may
thiy expedct in relurn?

Fhe question aboul Nixon has been partly an
swered for us by Chairman Mao in my earlier re-
port. He told me that Mixon. who represented
the monopoly capitalists, should be welcomed
smply because al pre the problems betwesn
China and the U.S. would have 10 be salved with
him. In the dialectical pattern of his thought Mao
has often said that good can come out of bad
and that bad people can be made good—by ¢x-
persice and reght Eaching. Yes, he sud to me,
he preferred men like Mizen to social democrats
and revisionists, those who professed to be one
thing bt in power behaved guite otherwise.

Nixgn might be deceitful, he went on, but per-
hiapsa litthe bit less so than some others. Mixon re-
sopted to teugh 1actics but he also used wame soft
tactics. ¥es. Mixon could just pet on a plane amd
come. It would not matter whether the alks
would b sustesslul. IF e were willing to come,
the chairman would be willing 1o 1alk to him and
it would be all right, It would be all right, wheth-
er or nod they quarreled, or whether Mixon came

reer on witch-hunti

=paesislency on the

4% & Loursl or as President. He bebeved they
would not quarrel. But of course e would offer
cridscism ol Mixon, The hosts would nlse make
sell-criticism and talk aboul their own mistakes
shortcomings—Ffor instance. their production
level wis lower than thal of the United States.

AL their secrel meeting, Kissinger and Chou Ens
lai sized each other up soross a couch of oul velvel
They wsed interpreters, though Chou speaks English

What has happened s ik 5 1 bt | 9
change M that he did
| theey ha

it M
iy Wietmi

including the sobering growth of nuclear missiles far the worst, {Bad can also come owt of good.)
and delivery capacity. In the summer of 1969, Lthe Mixon ad mimdsira-

Thearetically, the Chinese belésve, Wixon had tien had publicly urped an easing of ensions with
various apln ear it had stopped the Tarwan lanmd China, for the first time officially calling n
af them ns tactical threats for a time—as in Cam- atrals and the Chinese took note, of  the People’s Bepublic, Peking leaders r il

chasrmaii
fo President 1
(™! amd nod

15 along the way aml did make wse

g more. Even s, Mao siid
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OGP e bhodiz and Lacs. Bul the end was nenr, Onoe the course, The administration also proposed to re- suspicious—especially of o dowble-crozs play be-
L L possible decision was taken to et aut of Vietnam, clearly sume the suspended Warsaw talks at any mutu- tween Moscow and Washington.
reached the 1, hud ahout N # U5, understanding with China became imyper- ally agrecable tme or place. In Jansary 1970 pre- By late autumn of 1970 several wrgens and au-
‘option” was almast imn atlye atrve. The President had nat only to safeguard liminary Sino- American talks opened in Warsaw thentically documented inguiries renching China

sapor changes had als

his rear agninst possible destriction by a Ch

They were immediately suspended after the Ciom- hiad ind hal Lhe Preswdent wished 1o know
backed Morth Vietnam offensive, hat also to cope ision. But Mixon went ahead, carried whetlver he o his representative would be received
with demestic and world political repercussions by-stage elimil on of trade embar- in Peking, An indirect answer wns contained in
of withdrawal goes against China, and lifted travel bans between an interview given to me by Chou En-lai 1n Mo-

That was the general view in 1970 from the the twio countrees. Early this spring & presuden- vember when be sad that Sino-American con-
Heavenly Peace Gate, bul preparations continued n LM, seat far main- versations could be spened hut only if the Amer
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‘Kissinger knows the
language of both worlds’

CONTINUED

cans Gemomstrated a Cserious” desing (o nepo-
tinte. To the initiated, “*seriows™ meant, frst of
ull, a realstic atbempl to work oul & program o
deal with the Taiwan problem, As Map and Chouw
seg it, that was and is the key to all other Asian set-
Elemints. ently sulbicienl assurancss were
forthcoming. When Chou En-lai led my wife and
me to stnnd heside O h.l rman Man's side last ".k-

ticed. Nn:hing (' 3 leaders do pu|}|ll.'!:.' 15
without purpose. Diseerning people realized that
something new was | Then came the
Fing Pong pesture. Chairman Mao had talked to
me in December, and after the Ping Pong gesture
1 was able to report that e would weleome Mr
Mixon or his personal representative to Peking.
A pew horizon wins alren I

My LIFE article was translated and widely <ir-
culated in China among political and army lead-
ers. They could not, therefore, hnve been much
astonshed by the recent Peking-Washinglon join
announcement. Thaough China's press m
only a few lines, the whole subject toda
doubtedly being cautiously discussed and ex-
pluinsd down 1o the commune level. Only one
thing may bave surproed the Clunese: Mr. Kis-
sinper's success in keeping his visit secret, Expe-
rience with Amerccan diplomats during World
War Il had convinced Chinese leaders that Amer-
icans could not keep secrets.

The Chincse are, of course, well awane not '*-u';-
of the international impact of Mr, Nixon's p
Bl s ol the domsestic elfects and side benefits
1o his present and luture political carcer. Discuss-
ing Mixon's passi
cusually remarked that the presidentinl ebsction
would be in 1972, would it mot? Therefore, he
added, Mr. Mixon might send an envoy firsd, but
was not himselr likely to come to Peking before
early 1972

By 1970 China had passed through the ordeal
of a great purge, much time had been lost in do-
many fences hid to be
mended or newly built to end China's interna-
tional isolation. The period of intern nsign
wis largely owver, Mow, iFihere was a chande Lo ne-
cover Taiwan-—Man's Fasl national goal of uni-
lication—and lor Chind 10 be acoepled as an equal
in recognition of her great size, evements and
why nat laok at it?

meslic comsiruclion, &

O 8 war

Slpn conguesst, and
s mlealogy places any faith in ne
ia. [The burden ol building bombs and
counerattack silos is very heavy indecd and fike-
Iy to become more sa; an ance
cd For their &

Yery high among the reasons why Sine-Amer
ican rapprochement interests Chin L
her strategsc posilion in dealing with Russia. With
America off the Astan continent, the danger of a

improve

Soviet-Amercan gang-up dispelled and a seat of
her own in the
er would oby

[2id Mr. Kissinger understar
il was ready to talk fre pasilion of str
et weakmngss! L n's leaders respect Kiss
They know | thromgh their own intzlligence
svilern and thraugh his writing, Dascuiking him
with an old friend and close comrade-in-politics
of Premier Chou one evening in Peking, 1 was
struck by his fr telight at the prospect ol crass-
ing verbal 5% with such a warthy adversary
“Kissinger™" he said. **There is a man wheo knows
the |.-‘||'||'| wags of Bodh worlds—Dbis awn and ours
He is the first American we have szen in his po
sition, With him it should be possible to talk”

The immedinte issues examined at the mesting
hetween Chou and Kissinger—and the agenda
whead—are very concrets amd could scarcely have
Been anything very new to either side. As the Chi-
nese see i, 5o would involve these turning:
point decissons for Mixon: {1} seating the Peo-
pie’s Repubdic in the United Mations and the re-
turn of Toiwnn to maindland soverzignty, (2) total
LS. withdrawal from Vietnam and arrangements
for an international conference to guarantse Ins

dochina’s idependence. and for a negotiaped
Hanoi-Saigon settlement which would preserve
some shell of the American-mode regime, at Jeast
for a decent inderva d (3] the establishment
of fprmal Sing-American diplomatic relations.
U all these matters, some rough negotiable script
had to be brought back to Mixon fo snable him
1o aecept Premier Chou's invilation,

China’s formula for Taiwan has always boen
negotiable whenever Amerscan leaders so wished,
As repentedly defined, it requires bwo steps: first,
that the ULS. amd China joimily declare their in-
tention to settle all dls.pllicc. between them, in
cluding the Taiwan daspube, by pracelul negoti-
ation, Second, that the U5, recognize Toiwan as
nable parl of the Chinese People's Re-
public 3 apres o withdraw its armed forces
from Taiwan and the Tawiwan Strars, Specific
d when to withdraw would be
mntters for subsequent discussion.®

an inalie

steps on how ar

hina contendsthat the dispute with the LIS
over Tarwan 15 an nternatsenal questsen
reas her inberropied il war with
Chiang Kni-shek is a strictly internal question.
Onece Americ sreement Lo withdraw from Tai-
win is conseded in iy terms wiosld
Iave to he defined. I?'eklnu_ s filely to be found
onzble in both the procedures for the dissolu-
of the American position | in dealing with
Taiwan itz2lf-—perhaps even granting a degree ¢
autonemy te Chinng Kai-shek il he should wish
Lo remain governor there For his lifclime.
will never publicly renownce what it con-
5 Ie s its ultimate sovereign right to recover Tai
wan by force if necessary. However, there is now
CONTIKAD

*The U5 ma'séains three mocfear-oapmble abr beres o Tirdwan and 208580 mreen,—ED.

In 1%k, Edgar Smow photographed a bearded
Chou who, at 37, was commander o one of the
Roeed ausmmies bt ling the Forces of Chiong Kai-shek.

I 1946, o confident Chow posed Tor LIFE pho-
tographer George Silk. Three years later the
Communists had wen their war agaimst Chiang.

that puis heads of state into ol hats. He
acguired this furban in Pakistan in 19356,

Siriding  past

sizaan al ghe {ltm’:l.J. Com-
lerence on Vietnam in 1954,
His nepotiading abality
mitted evon by his
wad & factar in China’s be-
Inted emergence as a world
power. OF Chird™ ur-
rent lesders, Choou has trav-
ehed the most and presum-
ably unsdersls
abaout the outside world.

s the Mt

A CANNY NEGOTIATOR AWAITS NIXON

Followsmng Warld War 11, Gen. George Marshall
was welcomed as a mediator by Chou, but Mar-
shall's elfarts were sot enough to end the civil war,

Before the great ideologcal schism developed be-
tween the Chingse snd Soviel camps, a smiling
Chou mel with Palish workers in Lod? is 1957,

When the American Ping Pong team was invited v
Peking—nnd ostentatiously greeted by Chou—ihe
warld firsl learned that a thaw was umder way.




Chou will do the nitty-gritty work,

Mao will have the final say

CEMTINUED

a likelihood that 3 non-militnry snlution will be
warked out by the Mationalisls and the Commu-
ol sEros

wisl Chunese themselves, The ope
Simo-American talks moy hove olre provoked
renewed covert cons ona between Tarsan
and Peking inascanch It possible erms of as-
sumilatian Thatis no doobt ope of Mian's hopes.
Map Tse-tung has pointed out to me that p
Tl gssmmilation of Tarwan 5 his aim—reminding
me of saveral cases in ol imese civil war when
other provineess aoceded without fig i

Mimon his now declared Bes readiness o sor
China seated in the LN, But be also wishes 1o re-
tnin o sent there for the Tawan regime, China
will mat epter the LN on that condition. Wheth-
or the UM, members themselves seat Peking and
simply drop Taiwan, or whether Taiwan with
draws its delegation in protest, the Chmess be-
Figwe that Tai cannnt lomg function in the
L1, amnce a majority of s members cease 1
apnies it

A setilement i Thiwan obviousiy cannot be
separated, however, from 2 cense-fire
and withdrawzl in Vi
former, Mothmg less than | evag-
uation af all foreign forces from Vietnam will sat-
mlfy Peking's Hanod allies, & indicited by g
esls alvesdy conung IFein Haool did wafidags
to Peking ngninst Mizon's perfidy. Peking can
nob permit Russn o ecplonl dilferences of this na
tare, and it has & weh mepde i 1o Kis-
singer that no Geneva conference solution can
e advaroed by Chuna that does nod have the full
suppart of Hanai and the NLFE.

Juch are the regional issues that must be szl
hed before any across-the-toard o¥fenie can b
rezched in Enst Asin and the brondsr Pacific. To
define China’s Bsss immediute but p
rafwens on a glabal scale is bevond the
1his repor, tat that they include continued sup-
part for revolutioniry “i
i China and the whabe wisrld,” to guote the mew
party constitution—is obvious,

oe

T
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O hes vzt to Peking the Presdent would Be en-
tering o nation with which his coantry has no dip-
utions and one in which the real chiel
s o executive office, Meet the party
chairman Moon certainly would, but in sll prab-
abhiy Chou would de most of the négoualag.
What sart of man will the Prestdent see in Chou
En-la? Chow i clearly one of the world's ablest
negoliatons. Handsome and exoding chansma, he
is, now im his 73rcd vear, fireless. In Auguest 1967,
Chie negotinted kis way out of his moss perilous
moment m the Cultural Revolubon, Though idol
ized by youth, he was, [ e Lhan bwo days
and pights, serreunded in his offices in the Great
Hall b hall' a milhan ultra-lefust Red Guards.
Their leaders—aome Bter arrgsted a3 counter-rey-
olutionaries—wers seeking to seize the files of the
Central Committer—and Cleow himsslf. Mao and
Lin Piao were bath absent. By talking to small

Rroug
wd 1

fay and naght, Chou gradually persead-
ses—an Chon called them in talking
1or disperse. 11 was only following thal in
hent that Lin Plao brought thousands of toops
o the capital, and the disarming ond breakup

of the Red Guards began in sarmest—with heavy
casulties.
Kisstnger 14 said to have spent 20 0f his 40 hoors

i Pek talking to the premier. That is noth
extracrdinary. One of several interview-conver-
satioms | had with him lasted from the dinner table
one evening until six the nest morning. | was ex-
haisted, he seemimgly as Mresh as aver, ' muost

let wou get some sleep,” | mdmbled.

He threw back his head and laughed, 1w al-
ready had my skep” he said, “Mow 17
Lo work.” His might’s rest had been a cat
!-.._ [+ dinner

Chau tohf me that he had laken ane vacidien

w week when be was ill—in ton years,
arefully avoiding any thrust for personal
power, he has been a yestlul worker
I and revolulionary guower
A mannes masks visoera of
and supple alloys; he & o master of policy
eitation witk e anfinie capaity for de-
e innumerzhle, He

 pur

e with s ubiguty. He
catian makes him Mas's indispensnblz alter ega

Svmbinsis is perhaps the best word o describe
their relationship. Yery dilferent in working stvls
and persons “hau complement sach
wlher as 2 G

sund, alihough he spent 20 years in peas-
ant surrounding asa guerrille. Mao s a peasant-
borm intellectual gemius to whose intuitive and
expenenced knowiedge ol the people Chou ha
bitoally defees.

Mz is on 5
nator

tiviet, & prime mover, Bn Grig-
amd mraster of strutegy achieved by aller-
nating sarprise, teosien and easement. He dis-
trusts long periads of stnkility and iz naver st-
ange, bul be
EN0E N ne

shked wilth the pace o
and capahle of great po
by stapes.

Chowweleomes the detadled execution of a plan

which bores Map—and the more complex the
probbem the better. Chou guickly cars to the heart
of matters, drops the impractical, dissimulates
when necessary, and never gambles—without
four aces. Chow warks best when the revolution-
ary pendulum has swung 1o a paint of sability,
He is a builder, not a poet.

In talks I have hiad with China's two great men
it usvally 15 Choeo who mebticulowsly answers Lhe
wain questions aond Mao whe listens, adds p fes
words of caation ar elucidation, and enlarges Lhe
becad and dialectical view, Chow attends count-
less large banguets, apparently with relish. Mao

s praclcal

mving n goal

teleals feasts and prefers small gr
cure but enis frugally, Mao

LIS an
e Foocd
rtked in Lhe hotly sezsoned Hunan siyle. Both
men drink very litile w hiphly disc-
plined in his own stvle, In negetiating with Pres-
ident Mixan, Chou will probably do the nitty-grit-
ty wark, in close callaboration with Mao bekirad
the scenes. Hut the Bnal de will bz Man's

atever the Chinese 1 k of Mixon's
matives, he has earned their appreciation by the
courfesy L=Thi} o dee u.l.L-ur-J-
ing prestige o Mag Tse-t propee I
the whole people. Vnssal kings of the past hronght
irabules Lo Peking, bul never before the head of
the world's mast powerful natien, The gesture in
itself may go far to nssunge cor and resent
L socumulated durmng Lhe past two decades.
Thers is some risk that the geslurg eomld b mis
interpreded to the Americnins”
myre likely 11 will be aceepled with full gr
i of mdtual accommods
n szems distant and the mme

#ach

e

il and strugele, Ching most satisly Kores aml
nam, and the LS. cannol jellison Japan. The

Mlan's
CTRES

workd i indesd in sight. Bat pop-

“Bumiese are giving up Commomism
winild view—

A more ren

wlar dlusions that if will consist of o sweel mes ol
idealagies, of ain end 0 Cloaa’s faith i ievo-
lutronary means, could anly serve to deepen the
abysi apnin when i llusiopment cocurs. A world
withaut change by revaiutions—a world in which
Chima's closest Friends wouki not be revolution-
ary statos—is inconcevable o Pekmg But a
warld of relntive peacs hetween siates is s pec-
cssary to China as to America. To hope for more
i to court disenchentment. ]

A warning from
Taiwan: ‘Nixon will
be disappointed’

In Taiwan, nows of President Misen's trip
evokol angss £
Liu Yuan (right), an elecironics worker in
Taipel, was tvpical: “*This 15 a bed busi
nos, The Bed Chinese Goreign poficy is
masked in smiles, bt they plan 1o defean
the UL, The mose enger MNitop (2 10 make
Trsavaly with ihes € miAisng, 1he e ke
will ke disappointed, The free warld will
Ipse confidence in him and our bretkren oo
the mainkand will lose hepe™ Snee their
froen the masmland in 1949,
Chiang Kal-shek's Malzoralists, with U8,
supiport, bave raled Taiwar ard clafmed to
be the caly legal government of China,

ay. Tl res
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