January 3,:1969
FROM : Jim Keogh

We are sending you, in all, three separate
drafts for the Inaugural, with some notes appended. I am
attaching Safire's draft. Price's and Buchanan's will be
coming to you separately.

I like the tone of long-range optimism in
Safire's draft - although it may be somewhat overdone. I
strongly recommend that such a tone be a major consideration
in the final product. Our prob s _have been discussed at
great length; to_dwell too long on them on this occasion

SR SO AbUNge NG BN LS SVRIRE S MAATRTYE Thpact.
Recognizing that the problems exIsT; and then going on with’
a tone of long-range hope could Iift the spirit of millions
of people. Ray Price and I have discussed this point and

he aime o give more emphasis to that aspect in his latest
draft.

I particularly like Ray's passages making
the point that for the good of mankind forward together has
got to mean all people together - Americans, Europeans, Russians,
Chinese. Ray and I have discussed this on a couple of occasions;
I believe that it could have an important international impact.

We consider these drafts a beginning - and
awalt your reaction and instructions to send one or more
draftsmen back to the board.



RN from Safire (via Keogh) 1/2/69

The theme of most inaugurals is a call to sd'cafifice.
Americans like to be asked to tighten their belts, to make
sacvifices, so long as they ar_ggitually requirved to sacvrifice anything specific.
The theme of this drvaft is the need to grapple with rapid change,
and an optimistic view of what we can do if we want.
It does not contain a blockbuster : a new proposal to electrify
world opinion and upset those who plan to criticize the Nixon administration

as "the bland leading the bland."

Here is one idea for a blockbuster: Suggest an exchange of

astronauts with the Russians. We invite one of their men to train with our

men planning to go to the moon in July, and one of our men volunteers to
be part of their cvew whenever they begin final training.

That way, we land on the moon together. Instant detente. And il's
our nitiative, and our vocket that goes -- and, unlike vague offers of
technical cooperation, this deals with real human hevoes and would be of
enormous impact. The Russians could not turn it down without appearing
to be chicken.

Mavybe it would jeopardize the mission -- or maybe delay il until
communications barviers could be overcome. Maybe it's impractical.

But if you ever plan anything along these dvamatic lines, lhe

Inaugural is a damn good place to do it.
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My two hundred and two million countrymen:

At this very place, two genevations ago, another man came
before the American people to addrvess them for the first time as

President.

Before he began, he noticed that the audience was being kept
Jar back behind barricades, and he said to the chief of police: "Let

the people come forward."

N——
That day, Woodrow Wilson went on to make one of the most

eloquent of inaugural addresses. But nothing else he said would
better strike the keynote of his administration than those five offhand

words.

Today, at a time in our history when so many of our citizens
feel out of touch with their own destiny; when so many gaps have
opened between genevations and races; when so many of us feel that

\personalfafeedom is being denied and human dignity delayed; it is the

time to turn to the taproot of our stvength, and say again --"''Let the

people come forward.'

/;1\3 the Amervican people come forwarvd, the Amevican people
( shall come together.
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I do not call for national unity, because unity does not come
/vhen it is called. Unity must be earned -- unity follows progress,

unity is a response to commitment.
_ .\ f

Therefore, we should not concern ourselves whether the position
we take is exactly in the middle of the road; rather, we should make

certain that the divection we take is on the forward road.

Americans pride themselves on being vealists. Throughout our

history, the only realists have been the optimists.

-

Let us, then, believe that this millenium will close with humanity

on the rise.
,—\\~~,

Let us believe that an end to war in our lifetime is a goal we shall

-~

achieve.
Gonietcs

Let us believe that ki 1L finally come to grvips with the

age-old question --"" I my brother's keeper?"" -- with the ringing

answer, "Yes, Fam."

Let us believe that the passion for pevsonal freedom in the human

soul is irrvesistible, and neithev tyvanny nov technocrvacy can eternally deny it.

Le/tﬁ:s_lgglieve that all men are created equal, but that no two men

are crveated alike -- that theve is no higher cause than human dignity.



Let us believe that education is the key to fulfillment, with that
key the birthright of every child -- and that a lot of learning is a

mavrvelous thing.

Let us believe that misery has no majesty; that poverty and
disease and degradation have no inescapable dominion over any

portion of man@at we are right to be impatient with injustice.

The doubters are never the doers; the blazers of trails have
always been the believers, the man who have mastered the art of the

improbable.

There are those who say that the trouble with America is that

everything is changing too fast.

I do not agree. America has been summoned to respond to the
need for change; the great test of America is to make that vesponse
not a turn toward anavchy, but a change for the better. The only
way to avoid being the victim of change is to become the managevr of

change.

The continuing American Revolution is nearly two centuries old,

and that successful revolution has only just begun.

We mnst understand that the nature of change itself is changing.

Change is not skeady; it is accelevating. Mankind's progress is picking

up speed; our needs and desives arve gaining momentum.



In the span of only one lifetime, the first tézkeoﬁ‘ at Kitty

Hawk has climbed to an ovbit of the moon.

Before we could truly call ourselves citizens of the world, we

find ourselves thrust into being citizens of the universe.

- ng
We must never be fearful of the gathev/speed of change.

Instead, we must gain confidence from ouv ability to widen our
horizons. . -J/(Jj ?, - m .
N ane i

Man has broken the grip of gravity; are we not capable of

reaking the pattern of thvee wars in a genevation?

Man will be able to control the weather; will we not be able

0 control our moval climate and live in a world wheve right makes

ight?

Man can transplant living ovgans; certainly we should be able

to transplant ideas of government that meet human needs.

Man has performed the physical mivacle of converting mass
e
into energy; surely we can now perform the spivitual mirvacle of

treating masses of people as individuals, veleasing human energy to

envich human life.

In the light of what man has done in this past genevation, who

dares predict what man cannot do in this next generation?
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That is why the realists ave the optimists.” That is why our

hopes are true hopes, and our dveams ave vealizable dveams.

And that is why there is a divinity to our discontent. We are

dissatisfied with our vemarkable nation as it is, only because we have
T — S

a vision of what America can be.

We Amevicans don't count our blessings, we examine our
shortcomings; that is the way we must always be, if we are to move

Jorward together.

Every question we answev opens up an exciting new line of

questioning -- that is the accelevration of change.

very door we open to opportunity and the good life, leads to
a room with a dozen other doovs -- that is the accelevation of change.

Those who grow impatient with dissent must recognize that

this nation can never grow without dissent.

We talk proudly of "majority vule'" in American, but the fact

is that the majority does not vule -- the majority governs.

We derive our just powers from the consent of the governed; but
we often derive our wisdom from the constructive dissent of the minority.

That receptivity to new ideas will mark our dealings with other
we

nations. We do not have all the answers, but_/do share all the hopes

for lasting peace.
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We shall be as strong as we need to be

is needed to defend freedom. But as peace comes,with healing in its
wings, we arve poised to leapfrog "coexistence' and seek out aveas of

cooperation. We know the difference between an enemy and a com -

~
\

petitor.
—_—

Last month, most of us learned a new wovd in the conversation
of the astronauts. The wovd was "tevminator’ -- that constantly
moving line that marks the separation of night and day on a

revolving globe.

In a larger sense, we all stand in the twilight of that constantly
changing terminator. Each man must choose the divection he will

face.

A man can turn his back on the light and watch day turn into

night. Ov he can face the light and take part in a constant dawn.

I vecall the wovrds of Winston Churchill in the darkest days of
the Battle of Britain. President Roosevelt had dispatched the leader
of our loyal opposition, Wendell Willkie, with a message to England's

Prime Minister that included the poem that begins, "Sail on, O Ship of State."

In giving that message to the British people,/Churchill symmed
up what I have been saying today: "When we face wi g 'Zidy eye

the difficulties which lie before us, we may devive new confidence by



remembering those we have alveady overcome," And then he
added these lines by an English poet:
And not by eastern windows only,
When daylight comes, comes in the light;
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly!

But westward, look, the land is bright!

People the world over still look to this land, to our land. And

the land is bright.

his land is bright because nowheve else does the torvch of freedom

urn move strongly.

This land is bright because heve is wheve the lamp of justice

tlluminates the way.

This land is bright because heve in the United States of America,
is the shining example of democracy in the painful process of
changing for the better -- and in that reach for greatness, beaming its

beacon of hope to all mankind.

We do not reach out with our vockets to presume to touch the

face of God; we reach out to learn the truth about ourselves.
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We have recently felt the shock of seeing the as God

sees it, as a single sphere reflecting light in the darkness, where

the overriding urgency is the bvothevhood of man.

As we keep pace with the thundeving momentum of this age of
change, men of all nations will transform a warving world into a

place of peace and progress.

Because of how we act, because of what we are, because of all
we believe in, and because we know what mortal man can do, we shall

be worthy of a new destiny.

A{entm’y from now, millions of space travelers will look

Earthward and feel a surge of gratitude for the people of today.

And because of the leadership we take by the example we set,

they shall say proudly of this planet: '""Look -- the land is bvight."
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NOTES ON THE FOREGOING:

1. The Census Bureau says theve will be 202,313,129 Americans
alive at 8 a.m. January 20, 1969. Most Americans do not know we are
up above 200 million -- and the use of a surprise n the salutation im-
mediately seizes attention (as in FDR's speech to the DAR that began
"fellow immigrants.'). I hope you will use " countvymen' vather than
"fellow countrymen' which is redundant -- also, the wovd has a traditional,
historic flavor because it has often been used in Inauguvals and is preferred
over the prosaic "fellow Americand'or "fellow citizens'.

2. The line "when peace comes, with healing in its wings' is a
beautiful metaphor, subtly evoking the dove of peace without using it
openly. I stole it from Wilson.

3. A Churcrill reference is called for, since it rvecalls the come-
back theme and the man called back to sevve in time of crisis. According
to the new Bartlett's Quotations, the lines of poetry quoted were a favorite
both of Churchill and John Kennedy; the entive Chuvchill speech is attached

Jor reference. I quote one stanza of four lines; it could be cut to the last
line.

4. "T he only realists are the optimists' is not original, but I
cannot find the source.

5. A reference to God is called for in an Inaugural; instead of
the customary "with God's help' in the final line, I found a place for it
slightly earlier in the vefevence to space.

6. An Inauguval Speech is remembered less for its total content
than for its quotable lines (""With malice toward none. .." " The only thing
we have to fear...'" "Ask not what your country can do for you..."). The
one-liners in this speech ave not for applause, but for subsequent quotation.
As an old countervpuncher, pevhaps I can be helpful in adding " quotes'' to
your own dvaft, if you want me to look at it.

7. There is no hard-and-fast vule that you must come up with
the "slogan' of the administrvation in your Inaugurval. FDR and Rosenman
had no idea '""new deal' would be taken up; my feeling is not to stvain forv a
slogan. If one catches firve from the speech, so be it; if not, theve is time.

8. The construction of the last two parvagraphs is, obviously,

Churchillian ('will look back and say 'This was theiv finest hour'"), but
stnce it is based on a Churchill selection of poetry it is appropriate.
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