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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 20, 193593

Nationzl Szcurity Dacicion lMemorandum 2

TO: Ths Vice President
Th2 Secrctary of State
The Secretary of Defense _
The Assistant 1o the Fresident for
National Security Affairs
The Dirzctor of Central Intelligencs.
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
The Dircctor of the US Information Agency
The Dircctor of the Office of Bmergsncey
Preparedness
SUBJECT: Raorganization of the National Securily Council System

To assist me in cerrying oul my responsipilities for thz conduct of
national security affairs, I hereby direct that ths Hational Security
Council system be reorgaznized as Tollows:

A. The National Sszcurity Council ('n,

"~

of the NHational

Tbe functions, mombersnlp and responsibilities
fortn in the National Security Act of

Security Cor i)l shall bes as set
c'.C‘

The National Security Council shall be the principal forum for
consideration of policy issucs requiring Presidential determination., The
nature of the issues to be considered nay range from current crises and
inmmediate operational problems to middle and long-range planning.

The Council shall m=2ct regularly, and discussi f? will--except
in unuszual circumstances~-bs limited to agenda subjects.~ The Assistant
to the President for National Security Affa2irs, at my direction and in
consultation with the Secretaries of State and Defonse, shall be

. responsible for deternining the agenda and ensuring that tne nscessary

a .

1/ Tha Director of Central Intelligence will brief iha N3C on each
agenda item prior to its cons d‘ratiOW.
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papers are prerarad. Other members of the NSC may propose items for
inclusion on the agenda. The Asscistaunt to the President shall be

-~

essisted by a National Sccurity Council 3Stalf, as provided by lew.

B. The MNtional Security Council Review Group

An NSC Review Group is hereby established to examine papers
prior to their submission to the NJC. These papers may be received
from N3C Interdepartmental Groups§7, froa NSC Ad Hoc Groups§7, or
from Departments (at their discretion). T

The role of the Review Group shall be to review papers to
be discussed by the NSC to assure that: 1) the issue under consideration
is vorthy of N&C attention; 2) 21l realistiz alternatives are presented;
3) the facts, including cost implications, and all departnent and agency
views are fairly and adequately set out. The Review Group shall also
be empovered to assign action to the NSC Interdepartuental Grouvs or
N3C Ad Hoc CGroups, as eppropriate.

The membership of the Review Group shall include:

-~ The Assistant to the President for lational
Security Affairs (Chairman);

-- The representative of the Secretary of State;

[

-- The representative of the Secretary of Defeuse;

-~ The representative of the Director of Central
Intelligence;

-- The representative of the Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Depending on the issue under consideration, other agencies chall bz
represented at the discretion of the Chairman.

C. The National Security Council Under Secretaries Conmittee

The RSC Under Secretaries Committee shall consider:

1. ssucs vhich are referred to it by the NSC Review

g/ Discussed below.




