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National Security Study Memorandum 8

TO: The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Technical Issues Concerning U.S. Strategic Forces

In addition to the study of the U.S. military posture requested
in NSSM 3, the President has directed the preparation of a
separate study on technical issues concerning U.S. Strategic
Forces including questions of reliability and command and
control.

The President has directed that this study be performed by the
Department of Defense with participation by the NSC Staff in a
manner to be determined by the Secretary of Defense and the
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs. The
results of the study should be reported directly to the President.
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