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December 9, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE VICE PRESIDENT

The followiag are seme thoughts on the “Nixoa sthos, "
which might be of sume help to you. I have also atiached a
copy of some thoughts of Pat's {rom eariier this year.

The Nixon Administration has taken sdvaniage of its opportunity
to re-sammine many of the assumptions and the programs which
sre ths product of times and problems we dad loag cuigrewa.

In the structure of government, the President has made
lmportant changes to maks gevernment more responsive to the
needs of peeple. He bas creaied Urban Affairs, Eaviroameatal,
and Rurai Affsl rs Councils, which he chairs and which sesk to
give & sense of community and commen purpose to the government
depariments with concera iu these areas.

He has begun a systematic decentralisation of decision-
making, asking that state and local officials and citizens take the
initiative in definlag and solving the problems which immediately
affect them; but, he has pledged to bhelp give them the resources
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to do this. He has proposed to share Federal revenues with bard-
pressed local and stats governmaents. He has proposed tv maks
more flaxibly avaliable the Federal fands for such programs as
maspowsr traleing so that Federzl money can be used as the
needs of individuals who want jobs and training and lecal smpleyment
needs diciate.

He has proposed the Family Assistaace program, giviag cash
assistance to nesady families, both those who are dependent aod
canadt work and thoss many mililoas who are working hard but
are unable to lifs mmf from poverty. This program would
put more than $3 billiva worth of new Federal money inte the
bands of poor familiss. No Presideat has proposed such a
direct and menningful povesty program. And U is s approach,
as with his proposal for greatiy-increasesd food stamp assistance
to the poor, which puts rescurces in the hands of people, whe
can then maks their own decisions,

Thase policies have an important common thread, Fast of
the malaise which we ses in this couniry stems from the convictica
of many that they have no control over their lives, that the
government 100 ofien acts by flat with programs which miss
the mark or at least are not sulficiently responsive (v local and
individual buman nesds.
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The Nixon reforms seek to bring coairel aver mu lives
back iato the hands of Mﬁrm and commuallies, slways
requiring standards of fair dealing with one asviher, but always
in the conviction, as Professor Heary Hart of the Harvard Law
School used to say, that the pluraiism of the Federsl Goveranment,
the states. and localities 1 “the gonius of the Federal system. ¥
We sesk to release the constructive and creative enorgies of
individusls and commuaities, reiaforcing them with the rescurces

of governmaent.

Joha B. Price

Attachment: THE FIRST FUNDAMENTAL REFORM OF GOVERNMENT
IN THE PRESENT AGE--Moyaihan, July 10, 1969
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